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other performances, the utmost perfection of them,
may receive their due censure, to the satisfaction of
all the true masters of common sense, and the due
mortification of the voluminous scribblers of the
age.

Pardon me then, from the strange turn of affairs
in these times of ours; I say, pardon me to look
back again a little to the conjurings and black art of
the middle ages of time, especially among those of
them who did not pretend to deal with the Devil,
and it will presently bring us to an understanding
of things among ourselves.

After the ancient magicians had tired the world
with their tricks, and the Devil began to fail them,
except to those who kept an immediate correspond-
ence with him by way of familiar, there came up a
new sort of magic, as well as a new sort of magi-
cians ; the case was this :

The people it seems began to discover that the
magicians having left off that useful and valuable
study of science, called the knowledge of nature, the
improvement of art, and the instruction of mankind
in wisdom and virtue, had turned their hands to a
new and inferior study; that they consulted demons
and evil spirits, that they qualified themselves, by
hellish correspondences, to do mischief, instead of
doing good; and that in short they dealt with the
Devil, making themselves the terror instead of the
blessing of mankind.

When this came to be their character, no wonder
the people began to be afraid of them, to shun and
avoid them as a kind of devils themselves ; so that
except a few, who kept up their reputation by a
closer and cunninger manage, the people withdrew
their reverence from the magicians, till at last the
Devil was fain to shift hands too, and act by other
instruments, or he would have endangered his king-
dona in the world.